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Published Monthly           www.firstumcrochester.org           
September 2020                                                                                          Editor:  Judy Saddler  
                             bassbeagle2@gmail.com 

The Messenger 

 

WORSHIP WITH US!!! 
 

MOVED TO AN ONLINE FORMAT 

Visit www.firstumcrochester.org and look for the 

link near the bottom of the page.  
REMINDER: Online Coffee Hour follows at 11:30 AM 

every other week using the ZOOM  
format.   

We will email a link each time we meet. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: Printed copies of the worship service 
bulletin will be available for you to pick up in the Welcome 
Center during office hours, or by arranging with staff or lay-
leader for access. There are also Bibles and Hymnals available 
for you to bring home for your personal devotion and prayer 
life.  We encourage you to stay connected as best as you can 
and we will do our best to continue to evolve our ministry to 

meet the needs of the community we serve.  
 

The PDF bulletin will have some "HYPERLINKS" that you 
can follow that will take you to websites with information on 
the hymn(s) we are singing, or settings of something that the 
choir has in its library.   We can't print or stream those things 
during our "Live-streaming" due to the copyright restrictions, 
but we can POINT the way to them. Feel free to follow the 
links if you want to learn more about the writing of a particu-
lar hymn, or hear the setting the choir would have been sing-
ing.....  -Kevin Lindsay, Director of Music 

http://www.firstumcrochester.org/
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Dear Friends, 
 

Because many of you have been asking, it is time for another update 
regarding COVID-19 and reopening the church. We have all noticed 
that some of our neighbor churches have already resumed in-person 
worship. It is natural for us to question when that will happen for 
First UMC. As we were recording our worship service a couple 
weeks ago, we were reminded of the fact that, as of that recording 
session, we had been recording and presenting worship online for 21 
weeks (even more by the time you read this article). That is a long 
time to be apart, and a long time for the sanctuary and chapel to be 
empty. I think I, at least as much as anyone, if not more so, want to 
return to in-person services and gatherings. I pray every day for  
vaccines and effective treatments.  
 

With that said, it is important for you to know, if you haven’t       
already heard, that we have formed a “Reopening Team.” It is the   
responsibility of this team to work with me to assess the risks and 
rewards for resuming in-person worship, to make recommendations 
regarding safety protocols we believe the church should follow - in 
addition to those that are mandated by the state and/or denomina-
tion, and to ultimately recommend a date for reopening, knowing 
that said timeline may need to be altered at any time because of the 
near-constant changes related to COVID-19. Ultimately, these     
recommendations will be presented to the Administrative Council, 
who will have the responsibility for making the final decision. 
 

Needless to say, we believe each of you should have an opportunity 
to record your thoughts, ideas, concerns, and preferences with     
regard to this process.  As a result, you have undoubtedly received 
the survey - either electronically or in the mail (if you have email 
you were not mailed a paper copy of the survey). We hope you  
completed the survey and submitted it before the deadline, and if so, 
we are very grateful to you for doing so.   
 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

   
If you do not see your birthday listed on our monthly list, or if 
something is incorrect, please contact the church office and/or 
send an email to me at bassbeagle2@gmail.com.  Thanks—
Judy Saddler, Editor 
 
 

2  Robert Cook 
2 Cynthia Littlefield 
3  Lois Coate 
3 Cheryl Wachter 
6  Scott  Franceschini 
6 Nicholas Genkinger 
6  Cheryl Roy 
6 Micah Smith 
7  CJ Lotter 
9  Arthur Bennett 
9 Lynda Ward 
10  Megan Leahey 
10 Cindy Simon 
11 Caitlyn Winders 
14  David Roberts 
15  Diane McManus 
16  Sylvia Doust 
16  Felicia Orchard 
17  Tom Cormican 
17  Jacqueline Goodwin 
17 Trae Walter 
17  Katherine Young 
17 Chloe Molinaro 
19 Susan Nolan 

19  Scott Sargent 
19 Erin Wolforth 
20  Brianna St Pierre 
21  Sandra Morrow 
21 Susan Brown 
22    Cheyenne Letourneau 
22  Josh Routhier 
23  Sandra Miller 
23  Mary Newhall 
24  Michele Leahey 
25  Leslie Woodard 
27 Dottie Bickford-Longo 
28  Linda Boisvert 
29  Kayla McKee 
30       Lorna Mullen 
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FUMC Heritage Happenings 
  

 While cleaning out the cupboards over the clothes rack 
outside of Hurd Hall last year I found some more artifacts from 
our past.  The one I am writing about this month is a Corona 
adding machine. 
 
 The L.C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter Company was found-
ed in Syracuse, NY on January 1, 1903.  It merged with the   
Corona Typewriter Company in 1925 to become L.C. Smith 
Bros. & Corona Typewriters, Inc.  This machine was designed 
by Glenn J. Barrett.  The Portable Adding Machine Company 
introduced the machine as The Portable in October 1924.  That 
company began in Chicago and soon moved to New York.  By 
1928 the machine was sold as the Corona Model K by L.C. 
Smith Bros. & Corona Typewriters, Inc.  Variations of this      
machine were manufactured into the 1940’s.  Since this         
machine still has a metal case it is assumed to be an early one.  
One like it is part of the Smithsonian Collection. 
 
 Since we do not have space to display it at present 
please enjoy the following pictures. 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kent Marzoli, Records and History 
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Feed the Need 
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.  

 

You should know that we do not take the responsibility for     
making recommendations to the Ad. Council lightly, nor will the 
Ad. Council take making the final decision lightly. We are very 
aware that the recommendations and decisions are of incredible 
importance to each of you, on many levels. Life and health safety 
will always be our top priority. If and when FUMC does resume 
in-person services, obviously the final decision on whether to  
attend or not will be up to each individual, and I will always    
respect the decisions that you make personally.   
 

We will keep you posted with any new developments, and in the 
meantime I ask you to pray for the Reopening Team: Scott Benoit 
(Trustee), Charlie Devito (Trustee), Kevin Lindsay (Staff), Jill 
Miltner (Scouts), Don Raab (Ad. Council), Dan Saucier 
(Christian Education), Jennifer Saucier (Registered Nurse), Julie 
Wilderman (Worship Committee), and John Wilderman (Lay 
Leader). I, too, covet your prayers during this process, and on  
behalf of the entire team I thank you in advance. 
 

Peace and love,                            Pastor Jeff 
 

 

PLEASE COMPLETE OUR CHURCH  
REOPENING SURVEY 

 
As First UMC Reopening Team considers the process of resum-
ing in-person worship services, we are asking each person in 
your household to respond to the survey at this link: https://
docs.google.com/forms/
d/1xjSR2828Vkuz7ebNLafZafb7UpXPvCk5VdbUrhFLal0/edit 

Thank you for your assistance!   
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xjSR2828Vkuz7ebNLafZafb7UpXPvCk5VdbUrhFLal0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xjSR2828Vkuz7ebNLafZafb7UpXPvCk5VdbUrhFLal0/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xjSR2828Vkuz7ebNLafZafb7UpXPvCk5VdbUrhFLal0/edit
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      Prepare for Worship in September 

 

Pastor Jeff’s summer sermon series continues through September 
13th:  
Broken - Good News In Tough Times Sermons based on Paul’s 
letter to the Romans about hope and encouragement during times of 
difficulty. 
 

September 6 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost - The Sacrament of 
Holy Communion 
Texts: Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20 
Title: The Armor of Light 
Theme: Paul’s words remind us that the return of Christ is nearer 
today than it ever has been. Because of that reality we should,     
rather we must live in love with one another, with no regard for the 
works of darkness. Love is the armor of light, and clad in this armor 
we conquer the darkness. 
 

September 13 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
Texts: Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35 
Title: We Belong to God 
Theme: Paul’s Letter to the Romans concludes with words that are 
good enough to live by - and to die by: “We do not live to          
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.” Let us hear this good news 
again, so that every time we are faced with tough times, we         
remember that we belong to God. 
 

Living the Good Life: Four Sermons based on Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians. 
For many, the “good life” is about ease, comfort, and luxury. These 
sermons will remind us that, as followers of Jesus, the good life is 
really about living a life rooted in the example of Christ - the “God-
life.” 
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UPCOMING F.U.M.C. EVENTS 
 

All services presented online until further notice. 
 
 September 6 Worship Service with Holy                    

Communion 

 Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 am 

 September 13 Worship Service 

 September 15 Trustees Meeting at 7 pm (Zoom) 
 September 20 Worship Service 

 Virtual Coffee Hour at 11:30 am 

 September 23 Psalms Bible Study at 6:30 pm 
(Zoom) 

 September 24 Psalms Bible Study at 12:15 pm 
(Zoom) 

 September 27 WorshipService 

 September 30 Psalms Bible Study at 6:30 pm 
(Zoom) 

 October 1 Psalms Bible Study at 12:15 pm (Zoom) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS  
 

Please don’t forget to keep track of your         
volunteer hours and submit to the office c/o Don 
Raab when you can. 
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CASSAROLE COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Casserole Committee provides meals for people in 
our church family during difficult times.  Anyone who is 
in need of meals may call one of the two Chairpersons: 
Diane  Marzoli 332-1766 or Dottie Bickford-Longo 664-
5552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let 
us know whether you have any dietary restrictions! 
We always bring enough food for the whole family. If 
you can help, either by cooking or buying a meal, we 
need you! Thanks. 
 
 
 
ROCHESTER FELLOWSHIP KITCHEN 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to all the teams who are     
continuing to serve people through the ministry of Fellowship 
Kitchen! You are a blessing 
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      Prepare for Worship in September  (continued) 

 
September 20 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Texts: Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16 
Title: Standing Strong - Standing Together 
Theme: Paul encourages us to live our lives in a manner worthy of 
the Gospel, but also reminds us that doing so can be challenging. Our 
strength is multiplied when we stand together in faith. 
 

September 27 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Texts: Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32 
Title: Like-minded 
Theme: Paul encourages followers of Christ to have the mind of 
Christ: to be humble, to serve one another in love, to put others first, 
and to be willing to risk it all for the sake of the Gospel. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU HELP OUR WORSHIP TEAM??? 

We have weekly opportunities to serve as liturgists or children’s 
message providers. Just let Pastor Jeff know.  You can join us in the 
recording “studio” (the sanctuary) or you can record your part at 
home and email the file to John Wilderman.   
 

In addition, we are looking for persons who can help with recording 
and/or editing of sound and video. We can provide training!  We 
know the pandemic will ease at some point and we will be able to 
return to regular Sunday worship services.  However, our online 
community is growing, and we do not want to lose this wonderful 
aspect of our worship life! We are “feeding the need!” If interested 
please let Pastor Jeff or John Wilderman know.  Experience is help-
ful but not necessary.  
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers And Condolences: 
Family & friends of Martha Sanborn, Family & 

friends of Michael Drapeau, Family & friends 

of Timothy Pappajohn, Family & friends of    

David Serighelli, Family & friends of John 

Scudder, Family & friends of Walter Manley, 

Family & friends of Charlene Lister, Family & 

friends of Shari Drew, Family & friends of 

Cheryl Harmon, Family & friends of Julie   

Dimperio Holowach, Family & friends of Bertha 

Foss, Family & friends of Jimmy Pennell,   

Family & friends of Linda Schnieder, Family & 

friends of Robert Shorey, Family & friends of 

Bonnie Battis 

 

Prayers and Concerns: 
Emily Singleton, Lucas Young, Michael Gagnon, 

Jim Douglas, Dottie Bickford-Longo, Betty 

Crane, Dee Dee (Diane Jones' sister-in-law), 

Debbie Lotter’s extended family, Debbie 

Boynton & her Aunt Betty, Diane Craggy, First 

UMC and Bethany UMC adjusting, Pastor Jeff and 

Bob Lefebvre working to lead Bethany UMC, 

Sonya & Becki, Dolores Donahue, Kerry Boston, 

Karen Clarke, Stan Lapham, Charity Pouliot, 

Clark Patterson, Courtney, husband Justin and 

3-year-old son, Hudson, Marlene Guay, Kristen 

Hearn & African Childrens Choir, Glen Harmon, 

All students, teachers, administrators & 

school staff. 
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UMCOR SCHOOL KIT NEWS! 

Please remember to pick up school supplies this year when 
they are on sale this summer.  The kits must be uniform to 
meet shipping requirements. Each year we purchase during the 
sales and store them until we put the kits together in the spring 
for the collection at Annual Conference.  
 
·  
· The list of supplies to purchase this summer/fall are:            
·  
· blunt children’s scissors (not plastic blades) 
·  
· 12” rulers with centimeters  
·  
· 1 subject spiral notebooks (not composition books) 
·  
· lined notebook paper in 100-200 page pack 
· hand held pencil sharpeners 
·  

 

Please help us continue this important ministry! 
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE! 

Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects 
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact 
with.  It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making 
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to your-
self and to others! 

Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as 
possible.    

 

 

 

Help First UMC While You Shop  

If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially dis-
tant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percent-
age of what you spend is donated to our church. In addition, 
AmazonSmile customers can now support First United    
Methodist Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and 
Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to 
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

· Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
·  
· Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping           

app and tap into 'Settings' 
·  
· Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions 

to complete the process 
 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 
app, update your app.  

Thank you for supporting FUMC! 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 
(continued) 

 
Congratulations & Celebrations: 
Gib & Kelly Hearn celebrating their 30th    

wedding anniversary on June 30th, Judy      

Saddler’s brother in law's heart surgery was 

very successful and he's recovering nicely, The 

beauty of the New England summer, The rain 

which has watered very dry ground, The birth of 

William Michael Ciccarello to Megan and Tom and 

big brother Owen. 1st, Celebrating the 51st  

anniversary of Dick & Sharon Parker on August 

16th. 

 
Also proud grandparents are Mark and Michele 

Leahey. We celebrate Rev. Bob Lefebvre’s    

ministry at Bethany UMC, Doctor is amazed at 

the progress after Emily Singleton’s eye     

removal surgery, Celebrate Tom Backowies & Rick 

LaFleur are in full remission of cancer,    

Celebrate the marriage of Erin Kelly to Daniel 

Saucier on August  1st, Celebrating the 51st 

anniversary of Dick & Sharon Parker on August 

16th 

 

Prayers For The Ministry We Support: 
We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 

 

 

 

ONLINE PRAYER 

 
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff 
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays for inclusion 
in the Weekly Prayer List. In order to have a prayer request 
shared during online worship, the request must be submit-
ted by Noon on Thursdays. Services are recorded on 
Thursday eveninGS. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
mailto:jjhrev@gmail.com
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ONLINE BIBLE STUDY TO BE OFFERED 

 IN SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH THE PSALMS 
 

Beginning on Wednesday, September 23rd, at 6:30 PM and 
Thursday, September 24th, at 12:15 PM, Pastor Jeff will be  
facilitating a weekly Bible study based on the Book of Psalms. 
The study includes video presentations by Dr. Denise        
Dombkowski Hopkins followed by facilitated discussions based 
on the video presentations and the example Psalm texts. 
 

Denise Dombkowski Hopkins is Professor of Hebrew Bible at 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. She earned 
her BA magna cum laude from Syracuse University, where she 
was named to Phi Beta Kappa. Her MA and Ph.D are from 
Vanderbilt University. She studied twice at the Ecumenical   
Institute for Advanced Theological Studies (Tantur) on the 
West Bank. She is the author of “Judith” in the Women’s Bible 
Commentary (expanded ed.; ed. C. Newsome and S. Ringe, 
WJK), and has been a preacher, speaker, and teacher in        
hundreds of churches. She has a particular interest in exploring 
the intersections between the Bible and our pastoral caring of 
one another in our congregations.  
 

Study Outline: 
Lesson 1. Praying the Psalms, Praying Into Wholeness  
Lesson 2. The Synagogue, the Church, and the Psalms 
Lesson 3. Your Hallelujahs Don’t Have to be Hollow Anymore 
Lesson 4. You Get What You Deserve, Don’t You? 
Lesson 5. Complaining in Faith to God  

Lesson 6. Life in the Meanwhile  
Lesson 7. The Lord Reigns: Enthronement Psalms  
Lesson 8. I’ll Never Be the Same Again 
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JOURNEY THROUGH THE PSALMS 
(CONTINUED) 

 

This eight-session study will be offered online using the Zoom 
platform (www.zoom.us). The only book you will need for this 
study is a Bible. Everything else will be provided. Zoom is a 
very simple-to-use online meeting platform. Simply click on the 
invitation which will be emailed to you, and you should be able 
to participate. In order for you to be a part of this study, please 
send Pastor Jeff your email address - even if he already has it - 
and kindly include a brief message about wanting to join the 
study, and which day you prefer. For more information, contact 
Pastor Jeff. 

 
 
 
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING TO  
SUPPORT FUMC 

  

We need your help. Needless to say, weekly giving has de-
creased due to our inability to be physically present for wor-
ship each Sunday.  Our expenses continue even during the 
COVID-19 crisis. We understand that some may not be able to 
continue to give due to layoffs/furloughs or illness. If you need 
assistance, please let Pastor Jeff know. We can assist you 
through the generosity of others. If you have the means and 
desire to temporarily give more to offset what others cannot, 
please do so.  Thank you for being the church! 
 

Please consider using the Give+ app (download from the App 
Store or Google Play store, or set up automatic ACH payments 
through Vanco.  Contact Kate Marcotte for more information 
at  simplek79@yahoo.com . 

https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/employees/denise-dombkowski-hopkins/
http://www.zoom.us/
mailto:simplek79@yahoo.com

